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5)D Claim(s) is/are allowed.

6)^ Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected.
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Application Papers
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
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Attachment(s)

1 ) El Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s).

2) Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52)

3)O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) CD Other:
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DETAILED ACTION

Claims 1-8 are presented for examination.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly

claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the photographer selection" in lines 9, 12, 13, and

14 of the claim, "the received photograph specification" in line 10 of the claim. There is

insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim.

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the user review" in line 3 of the claim. There is

insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim.

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the photograph generation and assignment" in line

2 of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and

the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the

invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.

Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

White, (U.S. Patent No. 6,049,877 and White hereinafter), in view of Sparks et aL, (U.S.

Patent No. 6,167,382 and Sparks hereinafter).
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Regarding claim 1 , White discloses a method of electronically generating and

assigning a photographic project (i.e., requesting and receiving a resource) comprising

the steps of:

receiving a photographic assignment request (i.e., a request for a web

page) from a user, the photographic assignment request received by a control

program (i.e., CGI Application), the control program based within a first

server(i.e., a server hosting CGI Application)(Col. 5, lines 62-67 and Col. 6, lines

1-10);

issuing a user identification (i.e., HTTP Cookie) by the control program,

the user identification specifically corresponding to the user (Col. 8, lines 20-55);

receiving a photographic assignment specification from the user (i.e.,

receiving HTML documents known as forms with text fields, radio buttons and ...

to perform some function on or with transmitted information) , the photographic

assignment specification received by the control program (Col. 6, lines 25-50);

White briefly discloses searching a database on the web server and displaying

the review reports to the user (Col. 1 , lines 33-67); however, Sparks expressly discloses

searching a photographer data base (i.e., Image Database) for a

photographer (i.e., the image of a product), the photographer selection

corresponding to the received photograph specification, and the photographer

database stored within a second server (Col. 5, lines 57, 67 and Col. 6, lines 1-

47);
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generating with the control program (i.e., Image Catalog Software), a

search result of the photographer selection (Fig. 6 and Fig. 7 and Col. 6, lines

27-67 and Col. 7, lines 14-67);

transmitting the search result of the photographer selection to the user

(Col. 6, lines 27-55);

receiving an approval of the photographer selection from the user (Col. 6,

lines 56-67 and Col. 7, lines 1-17);

generating with the control program (i.e., Image Catalog software), a

photograph request for the photographer (i.e., querying the Image Database for

the image of a product)(Col. 7, lines 14-67 and Col. 8, lines 1-30);

transmitting the photograph request to the photographer (Col. 5, lines 41-

67 and Col. 6, lines 1-20);

receiving an image from the photographer (i.e., retrieving the image of a

product)(Col. 4, lines 39-67);

generating with the control program, a photograph submittal for the user

(Col. 4, lines 53-63);

transmitting the photograph submittal to the user for review (Col. 5, lines

1-15);

receiving a photograph review from the user (Col. 6, lines 56-67 and Col.

7, lines 1-27);

generating a user review report for the photographer (Col. 6, lines 56-67

and Col. 7, lines 1-27); and
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transmitting the user review report to the photographer (i.e., Confirmation

of the order) (Col. 6, lines 56-67 and Col. 7, lines 1-27).

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at

the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of White with the teachings of

Sparks to include searching a database based on some specification provided by the

user, reporting the search result, and modifying/revising the search result/report by the

user with the motivation to provide a quick and efficient assembly of pre-created library

of images and templates by a client or user of the system (Sparks, Col. 2, lines 32-35).

Regarding claim 2, White does not expressly disclose the revision of the image of

a product based on user's review report.

However, Sparks discloses a process further comprising the steps of

receiving with the control program, a photograph revision from the

photographer, the photograph revision in response to the user review (Col. 6,

lines 56-67 and Col. 7, lines 1-27);

generating with the control program, a revised image for the user (Col. 6,

lines 56-67 and Col. 7, lines 1-27);

transmitting the revised image to the user for review and comment (Col. 6,

lines 56-67 and Col. 7, lines 1-27);

receiving with the control program, an approval from the user (Col. 6, lines

56-67 and Col. 7, lines 1-27); and
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generating with the control program, an acceptance receipt to the

photographer (Col. 6, lines 56-67 and Col. 7, lines 1-27).

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at

the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of White with the teachings of

Sparks to include searching a database based on some specification provided by the

user, reporting the search result, and modifying/revising the search result/report by the

user with the motivation to provide a quick and efficient assembly of pre-created library

of images and templates by a client or user of the system (Sparks, Col. 2, lines 32-35).

Regarding claim 3, White discloses a method further comprising the steps of:

generating with the control program (i.e., CGI Application), an access

code for the user (i.e., a HTTP cookie)(Col. 7, lines 60-67 and Col. 8, lines 1-20);

and

authenticating access to the control program by the user by requiring the

user to submit the access code to the control program (Col. 8, lines 27-67 and

Col. 9, lines 1-37).

Regarding claim 4, White does not expressly disclose the interaction between the

control program and the database.

However, Sparks discloses wherein the step of transmitting the photograph

request to the photographer further comprises the steps of,
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generating with the control program, a photographer access code

specifically for the photographer (Col. 6, lines 27-37 and lines 1-11); and

authenticating the photographer's access to the control program by

requiring the photographer to submit the photographer access code to the control

program (Col. 6, lines 27-47 and lines 1-11).

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at

the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of White with the teachings of

Sparks to include searching a database based on some specification provided by the

user, reporting the search result, and modifying/revising the search result/report by the

user with the motivation to provide a quick and efficient assembly of pre-created library

of images and templates by a client or user of the system (Sparks, Col. 2, lines 32-35).

Regarding claim 5, White does not disclose the step of providing the user a

progress history of the photograph generation and assignment.

However, Sparks discloses the step of providing the user a progress history of

the photograph generation and assignment.

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at

the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of White with the teachings of

Sparks to include searching a database based on some specification provided by the

user, reporting the search result, and modifying/revising the search result/report by the

user with the motivation to provide a quick and efficient assembly of pre-created library

of images and templates by a client or user of the system (Sparks, Col. 2, lines 32-35).
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Regarding claim 6, White does not expressly disclose the interaction between the

control program and the database.

However, Sparks discloses wherein the step of transmitting the photograph

request to the photographer further comprises the step of:

generating an e-mail message to the photographer (i.e., "send email"

button presented to email special shipping instructions), the e-mail message

containing the project description and control program contact information (i.e., it

is interpreted by the Office that any information such as project description and

control program contact information may be sent through email the same way as

special shipping instructions are)(Fig. 59 and Col. 5, lines 16-35).

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at

the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of White with the teachings of

Sparks to include searching a database based on some specification provided by the

user, reporting the search result, and modifying/revising the search result/report by the

user with the motivation to provide a quick and efficient assembly of pre-created library

of images and templates by a client or user of the system (Sparks, Col. 2, lines 32-35).

Regarding claim 7, White does not disclose wherein the step of transmitting the

photograph submittal to the user further comprises the step of displaying a progress

image to the user.
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However, Sparks discloses wherein the step of transmitting the photograph

submittal to the user further comprises the step of displaying a progress image to the

user (Col. 6, lines 27-37).

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at

the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of White with the teachings of

Sparks to include searching a database based on some specification provided by the

user, reporting the search result, and modifying/revising the search result/report by the

user with the motivation to provide a quick and efficient assembly of pre-created library

of images and templates by a client or user of the system (Sparks, Col. 2, lines 32-35).

Regarding claim 8, White discloses:

a control program (i.e., CGI Application) associated with a server, the

control program capable of communicating with a user and additionally capable

of communicating with a remotely located photographer (i.e., a database), the

control program capable of receiving a request for a photographic assignment

from the user (Col. 6, lines 1 1-49);

White briefly discloses searching a database on the web server and displaying

the search result/review report to the user (Col. 1, lines 33-67); however, Sparks

expressly discloses

a database (i.e., Image Database) associated with the control program

(i.e., Image Catalog Software), the database including a store of information

relating to a photographer (i.e., the image of a product), the database searchable
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for a photographer having a criteria set that corresponds to the photographic

assignment from the user (Col. 5, lines 57, 67 and Col. 6, lines 1-47); and

an electronic interface having the ability to transmit a communication

between the user and the photographer as manipulated by the control program,

the communication including a photograph specification by the user and a

response to the photograph specification by the user (Col. 2, lines 27-67 and Col.

3, lines 1-19).

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at

the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of White with the teachings of

Sparks to include searching a database based on some specification provided by the

user, reporting the search result, and modifying/revising the search result/report by the

user with the motivation to provide a quick and efficient assembly of pre-created library

of images and templates by a client or user of the system (Sparks, Col. 2, lines 32-35).

Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Arezoo Sherkat whose telephone number is (703) 305-

8749. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30 Monday-Friday.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's

supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (703) 305-9648. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3718.
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-

3900.

Arezoo Sherkat

Patent Examiner

Technology Center 2100
January 12, 2004

EMMANUEL L. MOISE
PRIMARY EXAMINER


